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August 2015 

The month of August, the last of the summer months. On August 2, we celebrated Friendship Day and August 13 was  

National Lefthanders Day. It’s also National Family Month and Get Ready for Kindergarten Month. August marks the start of 

the new school year, which means parents are trying to stock up on school supplies, clothes and other essential items for 

their children. 

In 2014, parents spent an average of $370 on back-to-school shopping. The most in-demand items that year included note-

books and pens, clothes, shoes, backpacks and lunchboxes. This year, the average family with children in grades K-12 plan 

to spend $630.36 on electronics, apparel and other school needs. 

Parents, keep in mind that retailers tend to deeply discount back-to-school items that are still on the shelves in September 

and October. The key is to buy just enough supplies for the first few weeks of school, then purchase the remaining items at a 

great discount later. 

You can buy practically anything online, but that doesn’t mean you’ll always want to, or ought to. 

Shopping online is convenient. It saves time for parents who are already struggling to merge their kids’ school commitments 

into their already jam-packed schedule. The average online shopping experience is around ten minutes, most in-store shop-

pers spent at least 30 minutes to make their purchases. Don’t forget about the drive time to and from the store. However, 

you need to consider the inconvenience of waiting for your supplies to arrive. Shipping times can vary by vendor, and your 

order could arrive in different shipments. Don’t forget about shipping charges. Online retailers often mark-up items slightly 

because online shoppers do not expect deals, they’re looking for convenience.  

According to Consumer Reports, school supplies should not be bought online. 

StellaService, a customer service firm out of New York, reported that the average cost of purchasing the typical list of school 

supplies, pens, pencils, paper, binders, etc., in a store was 41% cheaper than buying them online.  

Consumers still prefer physical stores for back-to-school shopping, with 83% of their purchases involving physical stores, 

including 7% of purchases that will be made online and picked up in-store. Of those who will order online and pick-up in-

store, 79% said they are likely to buy additional items once in the store. 

Here are some helpful shopping strategies: Shop with a list. Research deals, promotions and sales. Read the “fine print” in 

ads. Avoid the crowds. Find and organize coupons. Set a budget. Check the store’s return policy, especially purchasing a big 

ticket item (electronics). 

©Kenneth West Photography  
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The Shelby County Chamber of Com-

merce & Industry has a gift certificate 

program in which anyone may purchase 

certificates that may be used at any 

Shelby County business that chooses 

to accept Chamber Gift Certificates. 

How to Purchase: Chamber Gift Cer-

tificates are easy to purchase.  Our 

website: http://www.exploreshelbycounty.com/chamber-gift-certificates.html, 

call 712-755-2114, email or stop by and see us. Gift Certificates may be pur-

chased in any amount. There is no minimum purchase required. All major 

credit cards, checks and cash accepted.  

Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry Gift Certificates make a 

wonderful, flexible gift for birthday celebrations, holidays, giving thanks, wel-

come to the community and employee appreciation. 

 

Notary Services are now available, at no cost, to all Shelby 

County Chamber of Commerce & Industry members. This ser-

vice is another added benefit from your friendly staff at SCCCI. 

If you are in need of these services, please contact the chamber 

office at 712-755-2114 or email info@exploreshelbycounty.com. 

 

S.C.C.C.I. provides an avenue for our member’s voices to be heard.  S.C.C.C.I.  

advocates for the Shelby County Business Community, discussing the topics most 

important to Shelby County’s economic health and vitality.  S.C.C.C.I. researches 

bills, ordinances, and laws that will have on impact on Shelby County’s commerce 

and communicates our best interests to local, county, state and federal representa-

tives. 

 

To create a climate of opportunity for business growth, economic development,  

and a high standard of living throughout Shelby County. 

Upcoming Events!  

Bedstemor’s House  

Open 1-4 p.m. daily through Labor Day 

33rd Annual Carstens Farm Days 

September 12 & 13, Shelby, IA 

11th Annual Shelby County Women’s 

Conference, September 14, Doors 

open at 4:00 p.m., program starts at 

6:00 p.m. C.G. Therkildsen Center,  

Harlan, IA 

 

Free Business Counseling 

September 15, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

SCCCI Conference Room, Harlan, IA 

 

Grief Classes Sacred Heart Parish, 

Woodbine 9-10:30am, Myrtue Medical 

Center, Harlan, 5-6:30pm. September 

15, 23, 30 & October 7, 14 & 21 

Brown Bag Lunch Program 

Museum of Danish America, 12:00 p.m. 

September 17  & October 22 

 

Roar Into Harlan September 17, 6:00 

- 10:00 p.m.  Last night of the season 

Downtown Historic Harlan Square 

Alzheimer’s Walk, September 19 

Starts at 9:00 a.m. Elm Crest 

Tour de Shelby County Motorcycle 

Scavenger Hunt, September 19 

Registration 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. 

Kick Stands Up at 11:00 a.m. 

SCCCI Office 

Concerned, Inc. 2015 Annual Golf 

Tournament, September 20 

Registration 8:30 a.m. Shot Gun Start 

9:00 a.m. Harlan Golf & Country Club 

Petersen Family Wellness Center 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, 

September 25, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

Open House  

September 25, 5:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m., 

September 26, 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m., 

September 27, 11:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

 

The Cyclone 2015-2016 Fall Activities Schedule is now available at 

the Harlan Newspapers Office. Pick up a schedule today. 

mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
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Welcome New Members 

Pam Rust  

Join Date: July 27, 2015 

Farm Sweet Farm 

Maria Vakulskas Rosmann 

Join Date: July 13, 2015 

Milk & Honey 

Daniel & Ellen Walsh-Rosmann 

Join Date: July 29, 2015 

AFLAC 

Darla Neumann 

Join Date: August 5, 2015 

Hy-Vee, Harlan, IA 

Shawn Brown 

Join Date: August 17, 2015 

Renewals 
 

Mrs. C’s Home Décor 

Connie Carter 

Renewed on July 17, 2015 

Four Seasons Travel, Inc. 

Steve & Bambi Ineson 

Renewed on July 20, 2015 

E.J. Leinen 

State Farm Insurance   

Renewed on July 20, 2015  

Terry Knapp Real Estate 

Renewed on July 20, 2015 

Shelby County State Bank 

Renewed on July 23, 2015 

Farm Credit Services 

Renewed on July 27, 2015 

The City of Irwin is located in Northeast Shelby County with a population of 341. It is a quiet 

community with friendly people who help each other when needed. The housing is reasona-

ble and the taxes are low and we have updated utilities including fiber optic. Irwin has a Vol-

unteer Fire Department and Rescue Unit. These volunteer departments are a great asset to 

the community. They have helped the community in numerous ways. 

Irwin has a Grade School that includes Preschool through third grade. There are 3 church-

es, United Methodist Church, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and the Church of Christ. Busi-

nesses in the area include Robinson Implement, Irwin Country Store, Pete’s Frame Shop, 

Hanson Body Shop, Andy’s Auto,  O’Hara’s Steakhouse, West Irwin Agency, A&Z Carwash 

and Laundromat, Shelby County State Bank, Richards Enterprises, Little Xtra Hair Care 

and Gifts, Becky’s Beauty Shop, Irwin Locker and Catering,  West Central Co-op Elevator, 

West Central 360 Feeds, Knudson Service Station, Farm Service Co-op, Al Plumb Dozer 

Service,  Pete’s Auto, R & R Storage, and Gawley Tire and Repair. Also in Irwin there are 

two daycares, one is TLC Daycare and Renae Wiig operates the other one. 

Irwin has a Community Building that is rented out for family reunions, weddings, gradua-

tions and business meetings.  The Community Building has a bar if needed for events. 

Community Building is located next to the City Park that includes a ballfield that is used for 

the IKM-Manning High School Softball games. The Park also has a Shelter House and a 

Playground. The Shelter House may be used on a first come, first serve basis. It is used for 

family reunions, birthday parties, graduations, etc. There is also a Museum that is open by 

appointment. The Lied Public Library is open 2-3 hours, 4 days a week and the City Clerk’s 

office is in the Library Building there is also a meeting room that is used for playing cards 

and church group meetings and neighborhood group meetings. The previous Grade School 

is a private residence now and they use part of the building for their Genealogy and will give 

tours by appointment. 

One mile northeast of Irwin is a Walking Trail where the railroad tracks used to be. 

Upcoming events are Greenridge Antique and Steam Engine Show September 19 and 20. 

June 18, 2016 there will be the Irwin-Kirkman alumni banquet. The last graduation class of 

the Irwin-Kirkman School District is the Class of 1990. 

Shelby County Commu-

nities We’d love to hear from 

you. Submit an article of 150 - 

400 words about your town and 

we will include it in our monthly 

newsletter. Contact Carol at  

info@exploreshelbycounty.com 

mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com


Article Submissions 

We are looking for content from 
Chamber members about your 
business that would be interesting 
to others.  
 

If you would like to contribute an 
article of 150 to 400 words about 
important things happening in 
your field, or share knowledge 
that would be of benefit to the 
membership and community, 
please contact Carol at  
info@exploreshelbycounty.com.  
Our editorial committee (Todd and 
Carol) will review all submissions. 
We reserve the right to edit  
articles and to schedule them  
according to the needs of the  
publication.  
 

Deadline: The second Friday of 
the month. You many include your 
company’s contact information, in 
case readers are interested in 
your products and/or services. 
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Contact Us 

Give us a call or email us for 

more information about becoming 

a chamber member.  

Telephone: 712-755-2114 

Email:  

info@exploreshelbycounty.com 

Advertise in the  

Shelby County Chamber 

of Commerce & Industry 

Newsletter 

If you would like to advertise in 

the chamber newsletter, contact 

us at 712-755-2114 or email at:  

info@exploreshelbycounty.com. 

Remington Seeds LLC 

Remington Seeds is the realization of an idea that 

originated in 1984. Two farmers, growing seed 

corn under contract for retail companies, pon-

dered why they could not extend the service they 

provided to include a “turnkey” package where 

they produced, processed, packaged, and distributed the seed under the direction of re-

tail companies. Three simple, yet profound ideas-Customers first. Keep it simple. Treat 

our employees as family.- have taken Remington Seeds from the idea of those two farm-

ers, to the largest corn and soybean seed contract production, packaging and distribution 

company in the US. 

Today Remington Seeds is the combined knowledge, experience and hard work of over 

500 full-time and 2,000 seasonal employees at 26 production and distribution locations 

throughout the best corn and soybean production areas in the United States. 

We are a diverse group coming from all walks of life, and from all over the US. We have 

varied levels of education and work experience, and we all work together as a team to 

achieve our common goals. 

Our customers are some of America’s leading retail seed companies. We are dedicated 

to helping our customers be successful by using over 25 years of seed production and 

operational expertise to provide services designed to meet our customer’s specific 

needs. Remington Seeds is an ISO 9001:2000 certified company. We utilize our quality 

management system and a partnership philosophy with our customers to provide the 

American Farmer with the highest quality seed products in the world. 

Harlan has two separate facilities, a soybean plant with Brian Kock as the Location Man-

ager and a corn plant with Mike Bentzen as the Location Manager. The Harlan facility 

was purchased in 1998. Since then the soybean plant has expanded its warehouse ca-

pacity 3 times. Both plants have been upgraded to the latest technology available in the 

industry to provide the highest quality product possible.  

Remington Seeds has plants in 7 states, with 8 plants in Iowa alone.  The farthest north 

is Grafton, N.D. to the south is Ridgeway, IL. To the west is Hastings NE. and to the east 

is Greenville, OH. The home office is in Remington Indiana, just East of the town of Re-

mington on US Highway 24. 

To learn more about Remington Seeds please feel free to check out our website at  

http://www.remingtonseeds.com  

mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
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City of Harlan                              Harlan Industrial Foundation  

Harlan Municipal Utilities                 Myrtue Medical Center                  
Shelby County                     Shelby County State Bank 

 

Conductix-Wampfler              Monogram Prepared Meats, LLC 

 

Essentia Protein Solutions             FMCTC             

Farmers Trust & Savings Bank            Midstates Bank               
 

Elm Crest Retirement Community     Panama Transfer 
 

The Agency, Inc.    CDS Global   Counsel Office & Document 

Cyclone Lanes    Fareway Stores, Inc. 

Harlan Golf & Country Club      The Harlan Tribune 

Hy-Vee     Keast Motors      

Terry Knapp Real Estate      KNOD Radio Station    

EJ Leinen - State Farm       Medivac Corporation            

Molded Products     Nishnabotna Valley REC 

Pitts Family & Sports Chiropractic Center, PC 

Smitty Bee Honey, Inc.    Subway        

Town & Country Credit Union 

http://myrtuemedical.org/
https://www.scsbnet.com/
http://www.conductix.us/en
http://www.monogramfoods.com/
http://www.fmctc.com/
http://www.ftnsbank.net/
http://www.midstatesbank.com/#/home
http://elmcrest.net/
http://www.panamatransfer.com/
http://www.theagencyinsurance.com/
http://www.cds-global.com/
http://www.counseldoc.com/
http://www.fareway.com/
http://www.harlangolf.com/
http://www.harlanonline.com/
http://www.keastford.com/
http://www.terryknapp.com/
http://www.knodfm.com/
https://www.statefarm.com/agent/US/IA/Harlan/Ej-Leinen-ZT1S8705CAK
http://www.moldedproducts.com/
http://www.nvrec.com/
http://www.pittsfamilychiro.com/
http://www.towncountrycu.com/
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2015-2016  

Chamber Board  

Members 

Chairman 

Brent Scheve 

The Agency 
 

Vice Chairman 

Dave Tyrrel 

Molded Products 

Treasurer 

Denny Siemers 

Town & Country  

Credit Union 
 

Board Member 

Tracee Gettys 

Elm Crest Retirement  

Community 
 

Board Member 

Terry Knapp 

Terry Knapp Real Estate 
 

Board Member 

EJ Leinen 

EJ Leinen State Farm  

Insurance 
 

Board Member  

Roger Schmitz 

Shelby County Board of  

Supervisors 
 

Board Member 

Kevin Campbell 

Shelby County State Bank 

Congratulations to Roar Into Harlan Bike Night. The July 16 event was one for the books.  
Record attendance and great time were had by all at the Antique Bike Night this year.  Many 
old rides were found all the way around the square as well as many new bikes.  Frank Fritz 
was on hand to sign some autographs and peruse the vintage motorcycles.  This rooftop 
photo was taken by Vernon from Thunder Roads Magazine of Iowa, and it highlights the 
crowd and good times!  Stop by Roar Into Harlan Bike Night the third Thursday of May-
September.  

 

Chamber Staff! 

Todd Valline 
Executive Director 

Ed Hendley 
Information Technology  
Manager 

Carol McHugh 
Administrative Assistant 

 

 

Tournament Sponsor: HMU Telecom     Putting Contest: Farmers Trust and Savings Bank 

Cash Prize: Keast Auto Center      Printer: Counsel Office & Document   

Miscellaneous Flight/Flag/Door Prizes: Schaben Real Estate, LLC 

Harlan Golf & Country Club  

Hole Sponsors: The Agency, Conductix-Wampfler, Counsel Office & Document,  

Elm Crest Retirement Community, Farm Service Cooperative, Keast Auto Center,  

Terry Knapp Real Estate, Iowa Western Community College, Milk & Honey,  

Museum of Danish America, Myrtue Medical Center, R & S Waste,  

State Farm - E.J. Leinen, Shelby County Board of Supervisors, Shelby County State Bank,  

Smitty Bee Honey 

Sidewalk Sponsors: City of Harlan, Conductix-Wampfler, Essentia Protein Solutions FMCTC, 

Farmers Trust & Savings Bank, Harlan Industrial Foundation, HMU, Midstates Bank,  

Myrtue Medical Center, Monogram Prepared Meats, Shelby County, Shelby Co. State Bank 

mailto:brent@theagencyinsurance.com
mailto:pba8634@yahoo.com
mailto:denny@towncountrycu.com
mailto:tgettys@abhomes.org
mailto:tknapp@harlannet.com
mailto:ej.leinen.dd9z@statefarm.com
mailto:rogs@fmctc.com
mailto:kcampbell@scsbnet.com
mailto:director@exploreshelbycounty.com
mailto:webmaster@exploreshelbycounty.com
mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com


Event Info 

For additional information on community events, please visit http://www.exploreshelbycounty.com/events.html 
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Reminder – Benefits of your Chamber Membership 

 Listing your events on the Chamber website Events Calendar – post the event yourself online or 

email the details to info@exploreshelbycounty.com 

 Increase your “net” presence through initiating your TCS page on the Chamber website 

 Connect by “liking” the Chamber Facebook page – share your posts on the page and receive the 

Chamber’s posts on your page 

 Premium listings in the “Visiting and Playing” section of the website 

 Free Notary Service 

 Multi-media exposure – KNOD, Social Media, Internet, Harlan Tribune 

 List your fundraisers and events in the weekly Did You Know email – send your event details to in-

fo@exploreshelbycounty.com 

 Place your brochures and advertising materials in the Welcome Center located at the Chamber office  

 Put the Chamber logo on your advertising materials and website to let everyone know you are a 

member 

 Host a Chamber Business After Hours, Ambassador Visit or Ribbon Cutting at your business 

 Log in to the Chamber website using your unique log in information and start a forum discussion di-

rected to all members 

 Participate with Chamber committees – Events, Ambassadors, Government Affairs or Business  

Mentor 

 Participate in the newly created “Welcome Wagon” program for new residents and businesses.   

Contact the Chamber at 755-2114 for more details 

 Use of the Chamber Meeting Room for off-site meetings 

 Post your company’s job openings on the Chamber website Job Board 

 Network with other member businesses through Chamber events and meetings 

Shelby County Chamber Newsletter - August 2015 


