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The first day back at school marks the beginning of a fresh chapter filled 
 with opportunities for growth and learning. 

It's a new school year! Teachers have spent weeks getting their classrooms in order, planning lessons, 

and preparing for their new learners. Students have been excitedly looking forward to seeing their friends 

again and learning new things. And parents, you've been going back-to-school shopping, registering your 

children for classes and sports, moving them into dorms, and packing lunches and college care packages 

The back-to-school season brings a sense of renewal and excitement as students and educators return to 

the classroom with fresh energy, new goals, and a determination to succeed. This period is marked by 

preparation, setting expectations, and establishing routines that will guide the academic year.  

Building relationships is crucial. The start of a new school year is a key time for students to meet with new 

classmates, build friendships, and interact with teachers who will mentor and guide them. These relation-

ships are foundational for a supportive learning environment.  

Adaptation to change and innovation is important. Schools continue to evolve with new technologies, 

teaching methods, and curriculum. They also engage with parents, local businesses, and community or-

ganizations to support students’ education and well-being, enriching the educational experience and fos-

tering a sense of belonging.  

Remember, you have the potential to make this year one of the best ones yet!  

Here are a few final tips for a fantastic school year: (Source) 

• Get enough sleep. 

• Eat a healthy breakfast. 

• Try your best. 

• Use good work habits, like writing down your assignments and turning in your homework on time. 

• Take your time with school work. If you don't understand something, ask the teacher. 

• Have fun! 

mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/back-to-school.html
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Ambassador Visit - Elk Horn Public Library 
Welcoming the new Children’s Librarian, Julia Hawks 

Photo Courtesy of the Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

 

The Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry is always ready to help its members celebrate their 

success with an ambassador visit, groundbreaking ceremony, open house, or ribbon cutting. Whether you 

are a new or existing member the Chamber and its members will join you marking your momentous occa-

sions. It gives the owner or manager a chance to say a few words to those gathered and the opportunity to 

talk about what their business does.  

Whatever you choose, your event will be posted on our online event’s calendar, in our weekly Did You 

Know email, that goes out every Friday, listed in our monthly Business Voice newsletter, and posted on the 

Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry and Shelby County Information and Ideas Facebook 

pages.  

Then there’s the great photo opportunity. A photo will be taken and emailed to you to share on your social 

media. The photo will also appear in the Harlan Newspapers, the Chamber’s monthly newsletter, and on 

Facebook.  

Helpful tips: Invite friends, family, and customers. Provide snacks and refreshments for your attendees. 

Most important is “showcasing” your business as this is your day. Last but not least - Have Fun!  

To schedule your ambassador visit, groundbreaking ceremony, open house, or ribbon cutting with the 

Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry, call us at 712-755-2114 or email Carol or Debbie.  

mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
mailto:membership@exploreshelbycounty.com
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With the Labor Day holiday approaching soon, the Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry will 

be closed on Monday, September 2. We will resume regular business hours on Tuesday, September 3.  

 

Interested in sponsoring a Chamber event? The Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry is offer-

ing two event opportunities for our members to get their name out there.   

The Annual Harvest Fest – October 26, 2024. This event will be held on the Historic Downtown Square, 

Harlan.  

Annual Santa Claus is Coming to Town, hosted by the Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry – 

December 2024 (dates to be determined).  

Sponsorship of a Chamber event offers your company exposure to the Shelby County business community 

and an opportunity to network with business leaders from the area. Not only does it create awareness for 

your products and services, but it also allows you to target your marketing efforts to business professionals 

and potential customers in Shelby County. 

If your business would like to participate in one or both of these events, please contact the Chamber office 

at 712-755-2114 or by email with the amount of your donation.  

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

The Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
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Chamber Team 

Todd Valline 
Executive Director 

Carol McHugh 
Administrative Assistant 

Debbie Stendrup 
Membership/Events  
Coordinator 

 

 

2024-2025  

Board  of Directors 

President 

Jahde Osborn 

Courtside Marketing 

Vice President 

Janet Buman 

SCSB 

Treasurer 

Gervas Mgonja 

 

Past President 

Jeff Sundholm 

Myrtue Medical Center 

Board Member 

Steve Ineson 

Four Seasons Travel 

Board Member 

Steve Kenkel 

Shelby County Board  

of Supervisors 

Board Member 

Cali Klein 

Elm Crest Senior Living 

Community 

Board Member 

Darin Turner 

Hy-Vee 

 

 

The Chamber wishes to thank the following members  
who renewed their membership in August 2024 

The Agency Insurance * Bauer’s Shoe Store, Inc. 
Cambridge Law Firm P.L.C. Carstens 1880 Farmstead, Inc. 
CDS Global * Fareway Stores, Inc. * Harlan Theatre, LLC. 

Iowa Western Community College * Keast Auto Center * KNOD  
Kohorst & Fischer Law Firm PLLC. * Lonely Oak Distillery, LLC. 

Milk & Honey * Panama Transfer * Schaben Insurance & Financial, Inc. 
State Farm – EJ Leinen *  Taylor Quik Pik – Shelby  

 

The Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry is gathering 

event information for 2024. We post Shelby County and surrounding  

area events on our website calendar for free. This information is also 

used in our weekly “Did You Know” emails and on our Facebook page. 

We can help to be sure locals and tourists can find you. Contact the 

Chamber office at 712-755-2114 or email us.  

 
To create a climate of  

opportunity for business growth, economic development, and a high 

standard of living throughout Shelby County. 

mailto:director@exploreshelbycounty.com
mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
mailto:membership@exploreshelbycounty.com
mailto:jahde@courtside-marketing.com
mailto:jbuman@scsbnet.com
mailto:Gervas.mgonja@yahoo.com
mailto:Jeffrey.sundholm@myrtuemedical.org
mailto:steve@4seasonstrav.com
mailto:nskenkel@fmctc.com
mailto:CKlein@abhomes.org
mailto:dturner@hy-vee.com
http://www.exploreshelbycounty.com/events.html
mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
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             City of Harlan                              Industrial Foundation  

Harlan Municipal Utilities                        Myrtue Medical Center 

Shelby County                                                 SCSB                          
 

Conductix-Wampfler              Monogram Prepared Meats, LLC 
 

 The Agency Insurance    Essentia Protein Solutions     FMCTC             

Farmers Trust & Savings Bank          Midstates Bank               
 

Elm Crest Senior Living Community     Panama Transfer 

Markham Family Dental Associates, Inc. 
 

           CDS Global    Cyclone Lanes     Fareway Stores, Inc.     

           Farm Service Cooperative        Harlan Community School District      

Harlan Golf & Country Club     

The Harlan Newspapers    Hy-Vee   Keast Auto Center     

KNOD Radio Station    Molded Products          

Nishnabotna Valley REC     Pauley Jones Funeral Home   

Pitts Family & Sports Chiropractic Center, PC  

Rae Banks Enterprises, LLC - DBA Scooters Coffee 

Smitty Bee Honey, Inc.   Subway   Town & Country Credit Union    

http://myrtuemedical.org/
http://www.conductix.us/en
http://www.monogramfoods.com/
http://www.fmctc.com/
http://www.ftnsbank.net/
http://www.midstatesbank.com/#/home
http://elmcrest.net/
http://www.panamatransfer.com/
http://www.cds-global.com/
http://www.fareway.com/
http://www.harlanonline.com/
http://www.knodfm.com/
http://www.nvrec.com/
http://www.pittsfamilychiro.com/
http://www.towncountrycu.com/


Event Info 
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