
Harlan Newspapers 01/12/2016

Copyright © 2016 The Harlan Tribune 01/12/2016 January 12, 2016 8:21 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

NEWS
2A 

HARLAN TRIBUNE 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2015

Sponsored by:

1-800-332-0245

It’s So Simple To Have The 
Best.  Call Today!

Shelby County Recap
Date .................................High ........ Low ........................ Precip
January 7 .................. 33 ..........32..................... 0.28”
January 8 .................. 33 ..........19..................... 0.04”
January 9 .................. 19 .......... -4 ............................0
January 10 ................. 8 ........... -7 ............................0
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Defiance native named to Red Cross executive director job
DUBUQUE - Defiance native Bob Kirschbaum has been named the new executive director of the Northeast 

Iowa Chapter of the Red Cross.  Based in Dubuque, Kirschbaum will lead the chapter, which serves 17 counties 
in northeast Iowa including the former Dubuque, Decorah and Clinton chapters.

“We are delighted to have Bob Kirschbaum as part of our Iowa Region management team,” said Leslie 
Schaffer, regional executive for the Iowa Region of the Red Cross. “Bob brings a wealth of experience in educa-
tion and service to others.”

Kirschbaum is the son of the late Jack, and Mildred Kirschbaum of Defiance.  He is a 1970 graduate of Irwin-
Kirkman Schools, and was a starter on their undefeated, conference champs basketball team.  Bob’s wife, Sha-
ron, is the daughter of Bob and Mary Finken of Earling, and is a 1972 graduate of Harlan Community Schools.

Harlan native Greiner leads Children’s Hospital foundation
 OMAHA, NE - Harlan native Beth Greiner has been named to lead the Children’s Hospital and Medical 
Center Foundation.
 Greiner, APR, was appointed Children’s Hospital and Medical Center’s next vice president -- chief develop-
ment officer and executive director of Children’s Foundation, effective Jan. 1, 2016.  Greiner had served as 
director of foundation administration since 2013.

seniors and retirees, said Get-
tys.
 “Simply put, the past, pres-
ent and future commitment 
toward creating an excellent 
quality of life,” makes Harlan 
attractive, he said.  
 “In my experience the term 
‘quality of life’ is not used 
loosely around Harlan and 
Shelby County.  I see and 
hear firsthand community 
leaders and citizens who want 
to engage in this topic.  A 
person in their senior years 
should expect an excellent 
quality of life if they choose 
to live here.”
 According to findthehome.

com and msn.com, Ameri-
cans are widely known as 
some of the hardest workers 
in the world. Many work 
very long hours, and when 
they’re not in the office, 
they’re catching up on emails. 
The goal? To get to the point 
where they can retire.
 If they’re lucky enough to 
be able to call it quits, you 
probably want to settle down 
somewhere with plenty to do 
and see.  This includes golf 
courses, art galleries, movie 
theaters, bowling alleys, golf 
and country clubs, tennis 
courts and universities (for 
those looking to take some 
classes).
 Harlan has it all, and Get-

tys said he hopes to see the 
community continue to grow 
and appeal to all ages.  He’ll 
continue to work toward that 
end, he said.
 “I hope in some small 
way my role as mayor aids in 
open lines of communication 
among community leaders 
toward an ongoing commit-
ment for quality of life,” he 
said.
 “ Weighing and evaluat-
ing the impact on quality of 
life impacts with decision 
making and policy making 
is important.  In addition, I 
always welcome and encour-
age feedback (good or bad) 
from citizens about living in 
Harlan.”

Harlan from front page

Surveys say Harlan has great senior scene

Middle School.
 Harlan Community Middle 
School was listed in the ac-
ceptable range, as was Exira-
Elk Horn-Kimballton Middle 
School.
 Three schools were named 
as unable to rate, including 
Harlan Community Primary 
School, IKM-Manning El-
ementary School, and Ex-
ira-Elk Horn-Kimballton 
High School and Elementary 

Report from front page

New Iowa Report Card rates area schools
School.
 According to the Iowa 
School Report Card, schools 
must have at least 70 percent 
of the performance measures 
to have a rating through the 
system.  
 There are generally three 
reasons a school would not 
have enough data to be rated 
including too few students 
in certain categories to meet 
minimum group size require-
ments for reporting, a school 
is new and lacks multiple 

years of data, or the school’s 
grade configuration is such 
that it can’t be measured (an 
early childhood center, for ex-
ample).
 The Iowa School Report 
Card is only an informational 
tool, and there are no rewards 
or consequences tied to the 
rating.
 To find out how all schools 
in Iowa are rated, head to the 
website http://reports.educa-
teiowa.gov/schoolreportcard.

 COUNTY -- The Iowa 
Department of Public Health 
has announced Governor 
Terry Branstad will sign a 
formal proclamation on Janu-
ary 7, 2016, declaring January 
as “Radon Action Month” in 
Iowa and radon kits are avail-
able locally for you to test 
your home or business.
 Shelby County Public 
Health and Shelby County 
Environmental Health en-
courage all homeowners in 
Shelby County to purchase 
a radon test kit and test their 
home for radon. Radon test 
kits are inexpensive, poten-
tially life-saving, and are 
available at the Shelby Coun-
ty Environmental Health Of-

-

Radon Testing Available in Shelby County
tact Terri Daringer, Director 
of Environmental Health, for 
more information or to pur-
chase a radon test kit at 712-
755-2609.
 The state of Iowa is be-
lieved to have the largest per-
centage of homes in the U.S. 
with radon levels above what 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency calls “acceptable.” 
The Iowa Department of Pub-
lic Health reports that at least 
half of the homes in the state 
have an elevated radon level. 
That’s why experts are espe-
cially encouraging Iowans to 

out of seven homes in Iowa 
have a radon level above a 
safe level.
 Radon is an odorless, 

colorless, tasteless gas that 
causes no immediate health 
symptoms, but long-term ex-
posures may cause lung can-
cer. Radon comes from the 
breakdown of uranium in soil. 
 The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), 
American Lung Associa-
tion, and other partners have 
announced a strategy for 
preventing 3,200 lung can-
cer deaths annually by 2020 
through radon exposure-
reduction strategies. Testing 
your home is one of these 
strategies. 
 For more information 
about radon, visit http://idph.
iowa.gov/radon/resources. 

Des Moines man

cited for burglary
HARLAN -- A 22-year-

old Des Moines man has been 
charged in Shelby County 
District Court with two 
counts of third-degree bur-
glary, one count of attempted 
second-degree burglary, and 
one count of attempted third-
degree burglary.

Cody Michael Schw-
ery, 2214 Lin-
coln Ave., Des 
Moines, is ac-
cused of bur-
glarizing two 
residences in 
Harlan on May 
18, 2014, and at-
tempting to bur-
glarize two other residences 
in Harlan the same day.

The incidents caused dam-
ages to two of the properties, 
and items were removed from 
the other properties.

If convicted of the class D 
felony and aggravated misde-
meanor charges against him, 
Schwery faces a maximum 
sentence of 17 years in jail, 
with additional fines totaling 
$17,500.

A March 8 trial date has 
been set.

Schwery

communities.” Ronda is pre-
pared to serve on an ad hoc 
committee of Avoca Main 
Street, Inc. to maintain phar-
macy services within Avoca. 
“I have been losing sleep,” 
continues Holst. “I don’t count 
sheep, I count the people that 
walked through our doors and 
depend upon our services.”

Terry Carley, founder of 
Carley Drug, is also going to 
assist on the ad hoc commit-
tee. Carley sold the business 
last year in order to retire. “I 
feel really bad for the peo-
ple,” says Carley. “This was 
not supposed to happen, and 
it was supposed to be part of 
the sale of the business that it 
remain open. It has been one 
of the main places on Main 
Street, a reliable institution.”

Clint Fichter, chair of the 
Avoca Main Street, Inc. Or-
ganization Committee and 
City Manager, knows that dis-
may and shock cannot be the 
only response. “When a major 
business such as a pharmacy 
closes its doors, it is our pri-
ority as a City and as a Main 
Street Organization to find a 
replacement for those essen-
tial services,” says Fichter. 
“This ad hoc committee will 
provide the industry expertise 
we need to remedy this com-
munity loss.”

The Mission of the Avoca 
Main Street is to sustain our 
downtown district as the eco-
nomic, cultural, and social 
center of our community by 
utilizing the four point ap-
proach of the National Main 
Street Trust.

Committee hopes to

maintain pharmacy

services in Avoca area

Avoca from front page

Patricia Mortensen, 92
 SHELBY -- Patricia 
Mortensen, 92, Shelby, died 
Saturday, Jan. 9 in Omaha.
 Services will be held Satur-
day, Jan. 16 at 10 a.m. at Shel-
by United Methodist Church 
in Shelby.
 Mortensen is survived by 
son Tom (Debbie) Mortensen 
of Portland, OR; daugh-
ter Christi (Steve) Evans of 
Shelby; sister Gloria Farris of 
Sherwood, OR; grandchildren 
Brittany Mortensen, Cheryl 
Hawkins, Tricia Madsen, 
Amanda Redinbaugh, Dustin 
Redinbaugh and Andrew 
Redinbaugh; six great-grand-
children; other relatives and 
friends.
 Burmeister-Johannsen Fu-
neral Home in Shelby is in 
charge of arrangements.

Vernon Karstens, 94
 AVOCA -- Vernon L. 
Karstens, 94, Avoca, died Jan-
uary 9 at the Avoca Nursing 
and Rehab Center.
 Services will be held Tues-
day, Jan. 12 at 10 a.m. at Trin-

ity Lutheran Church in Avoca 
with burial in the Graceland 
Cemetery at Avoca.  Family 
greeted friends Monday, Jan. 
11 from 5-7 p.m. at Pauley 
Jones Funeral Home in Avoca.
 Karstens is survived by 
daughter Karen (James) 
Hansen of Walnut; son Ron-
ald (RoseMarie) Karstens 
of Woodbury, MN; brother 
Leonard (Barbara) Karstens 
of Fort Calhoun, NE; sisters 
Ruth Abendroth of Fountain 
Valley, CA; five grandchil-
dren and 12 great-grandchil-
dren.

Gerald Christensen, 75
 EARLING -- Gerald 
Christensen, 75, Earling, died 
January 10 at the Little Flow-
er Haven Nursing Home in 
Earling.
 Services are pending at 
Pauley Jones Funeral Home 
in Harlan.
 Christensen is survived by 
sons Timothy Christensen of 
Earling and Troy Christensen 
of Peoria, AZ.
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Hey folks,

YOU DIG!

Hey folks,Hey folks,

YOU DIG!

CALL

BEFORE
YOU DIG!

If you plan to 
landscape or 
do any home 
improvements 
that require 

digging, please 
       follow Gabby’s  

Ground Rules. Call Iowa One Call at least 
48 hours in advance to have your underground 
utilities marked.             Then avoid digging within   
18” on either side of flags or paint markings. 
Know what’s below – call Iowa One Call. 
It’s fast. It’s free. It’s the law.

800-292-8989800-292-8989800-292-8989
A public service announcement of Iowa One Call.

SM

Get your engagement and 
wedding story published

Congratulations! You’re getting married, and we’re 
eager to publish your engagement announcement and 
wedding story in the Harlan Newspapers.

Wedding stories for the Harlan Newspapers must be 
received no later than six months after the wedding or 
the story will appear only in an abbreviated form. Please 
inform your photographer of this deadline. There will be a 
$2 charge that covers both the engagement photo and 
the wedding photo.

Printable and online forms for both occasions are 
available at the Harlan Newspapers or at 
HarlanOnline.com

Kim Wegener
Family Living Editor

Information providers since 1870

 

Harlan 
Newspapers


